t Brocke Fox's
Aupam‘ncm, I'm

lisrening to her
sing “Don’t Fall Back.” In
her mid-rwenties, her
deceprvely voung face and
pouthful - corn-silk  hair
belie a matunry thar mns
deep in malent and armistic
credentials,

Her  boyfriend, Kur
Gellersted, in the next
roomy, is purting together a
SCOfE ON A COMmpUter screen
with mugical nocarion soft-
weat, He's surrounded by
the hardware he and Brooke
use to make demos. Berween
his M.A  in Music
Composition  from NYU
and her Berkloe College of
Music education, they form a
juggernaut ready 1o scale the
formidable comperive barr-
ers of the MNew York
sinEerfsongwriter drend.
Her crystal clear votoe s
and plummes with uncanny
gase, The hrics wo her songs
show a propensity for ohserving
the world arcund her, racher
than the myopic inmmspection
thar afflicts so many pounger {and older) songwrit-
ers. In “Don’t Fall Badk,” she counsels a friend who's
had a wrenching departure from a relatienship:

You pushed back

Laid your napkin on the table

And swiveled out the door.

Something she said

Fulled the trigger in your head

Left & bove lying dead on the Noor.

Mow nobody owns you

Mo aqa controls you

But nobody hobds you high

Dan't fall back

11 be ail right

And there's a force deeper than the ocean

Rolfing through your soul tonight

This is all rendered with a poeric grace and skill
that commands the listener’s arrention and pro-
vokes a curiosity to know where all this talent
comes from,

Vacaville, USA, maker of stars

Brooke’s credentials began taking shape ar the age
of fve, in the town of Vacaville, California, shout
an hour outside of San Fancisco, Her grandmoth-
er was a musician who'd rraveled around in the
1940%, playing accordion and piano. She per-
ceved thar Brooke was able pick our melodies ar
the piano, amd began wiiting paredies of show
tunes for Brooke ro play, These parodies wers then
put to use in the big talent show during the annu-
al week-long Vacaville “Fiesra Days™ Brooke won

first prize at the age of sx. He
mother prompely used the
prize money to ensoll her ina
B local children’s theater compa-
ny. They did musical produc-
tions of “Annie” “Willy
Wonka,” and “Carousel.” In
addirion, her grandmather,
who had a writing parmer,
wortibd wrire music for melo-
dramas thar would be pre-
sented during “Fiesta Diays.”
Brooke paricipared in the
ralent show and the melo-
dramas cvery year up uniil
she finished high school,

She starred writing her own
marerial on the piano ar the
age of 10, but didn’t star
perfarming them unril she
was 13, She wrowe a song
called “Hold Your Head
High,” and would write
entire children’s musicals,

At seven or eight years old
Bl b wsed o owrne Dinde
rwenry-page hooks, She
said they'd go something
like: “Cory walked diown
o the commer with her car,
Mally, and then they went 1o
the store. . " Then she recounted, *T'd ke them to
my parents friends and might sell them for a quar-
ter apiece. | had this liode business, you know? 1
was very industricus,” she said, laughing, “When
people askad me whar T wanted o do when T grew
up, I'd say, ‘T want to be a singer and a writer.”
Thar's premy much all thar ever crossed my mind.

Thar | wanted 1o be in music.”

Hot al! roses

Brooke’s catly days in school were not withour ther
emotional hurdles, Fist off, she stares, "Tm an
Albino, and thar comes with a package My dis-
tance eyesight is nor good, In Fac, T legally
blind." After being teased in schodl, shed go o a
rehearsal, or go home and practice her music. She
said, “Td think, “Well, | have my own secrer ching,™

In high school, she becime sor of a “golden child

of chein" for a couple of years, holding the post of

president of the choral elub, She sad, °1 starred
performing my own sfl. [vwas all piano-based,
I'd play my songs in talent contests, but [ would-
n't win, Semeone else who'd dng something lile
“The Grearest Love of 21" would win. I'd come in,
like, third. I learned very carly abour the way thar,
for the aversgre listener, enterminment valee will
generally sake precedence over artistic expression.
The average person will tend to sy, "Play me a
song that [ knew." My mom would ask me o 'play

one af those covers... the Fleetwood Mac SO0
thar 1 like,™
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Mozart striles out

Brookes life almost diverved down a more nigid
parh. As she stares: “In high schoal | was very clas-
sically eraimed, as a vocalise. My choral teacher
onk me under her wing and 1 had privare reach-
ers. [ was singing Mezart and Aaron Copeland. |
wiied 1o do these henor choir things, A hundred
singers would get together en a Friday and we'd
rehearse for two days straight for ten hours each
day. Then we'd give a concert on Sunday™

Haowever, the acoustic songwriter in Brooke kepe
pulling at her, She remembers: "1 staned playing
guirar when [ was in high school. There was an old
guitar arownd the house and juse T picked it up. 1
ook a Few lessons, nor very many, U'd starr plaving
along with the radio, picking up songs.”

The time came for Brooke to make a decision
abour which direction she would take, It wenr like
this: “ was lnaking ar all these colleges, There was
a collepe in California chat was going to give me a
huge scholarship, I'd 1aken the audition and dhey
really loved me. | came very dose to going down
that path. I was going to study opera and compo-
sition, a double major.” Citing an urge o experi-
ence s-::um:ﬂ'ling new, she said, “1 wanted o see
Bioston, and when 1 found out chat T could major
in songwaiting at Berklee College of Music, thewe
was really no choice. T realized thar, even if 1
became an opera sear, ar the end af the day 1'd sl
bre: writing pop songs.”

From Berklee to Nashville

Berkles gave Brooke the infusion dw caved. She
sys, 1 boved Berklee, 1 loved Boston much more
than [ thoughs [would." One of ber Evoriee exper-
ences was the lyric songwriting course anghe by Par
Partison focusing on the craft and poetry of song-
writing. She ako ook course eemives such as
“Music Business” and “Private Studio Instructos™
She was awanded a Beddee Songwriting
Achieverment Award and held annual sleas in the col-
bepe’s songrwriting showeases. Then, Bedsdees yearly
“Insicde Mashwille” tp gave Brooke an opporunicy
tor aliscower its songrwniting and creative community,
She moved thers after her graduation in 1998, After
recorcing her first CIY Nphelfghu, she was offered 2
job at the sime studio and aceepted.

In the core of the Apple

Afrer spending a year in Masghwille, a friend in New
York Ciry asked her ro share an aparmment here.
Secing a berter fir for herself, she said “yes.” She's
performed ar The ﬂlmng Room, The Birer End
and The Living Room, and earned dots in the BMI
Acowstic Reundup series and the ASCAFP Pop
Songwriters Workshop, She's forming a band these
days, bur gays, “T've always been abour the song
mm:l.in? on s own N an acoustic setting,” She
says. “If st doesn’t move people in its purest form, |
knew T need 0o dig deeper.”

Tor listen to tracks from MNightlipht, or order the
C1, visit Brookes web site ar www.brookefox.com
Brooke and band wil be performing at The Boggot e,
B2 West 3rd 5t, NYC, on February 28th af %pm.
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